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Introduction 

 

This book is designed to tell a story. It tells a story about two people who 

help each other in two different ways. It’s also a story that reveals a little 

about how I have come to where I am in life, well just a small part of that, 

but an important part.  

 

This story may challenge your thinking, challenge mainstream thinking, 

and bring you to a way of thinking and feeling which is possibly different 

to the way you think and feel right now.  In saying this, I am not trying to 

convince you to think a certain way, to believe in a certain thing, or to 

change anything.  

 

You are not expected to agree or disagree with what has been written 

here.  You do not need to argue your case or stake your stance.  This 

book is not designed as the next doctrine to follow.  Do so if you wish, but 

it is not the intent.   

 

Before we get started, I want to clarify the meaning of “your life, your 

wealth, your way”. It simply means to create the life you want to create, 

and fund your desired life, in the way you want to.  Many people achieve 

one or two parts of this, but few manage to design their lives and careers, 

business interests, or investment strategies so they get the lot.  

 

This brings me to the goal of this book - to help you get a little further up 

the scale of living your life, and building your wealth, in your way. Maybe 

this book will achieve this, maybe not, but from my perspective, it’s well 

worth a crack.  
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PART I 

 

I first meet Curious Willy 

 

It was at least 15 years ago that Curious Willy first came across my desk. 

 

I was working in the school system, attempting to help young people 

decide on what they wanted to do once they left school. 

 

Yes, some wanted to be Firemen, some Police Officers, some even 

Teachers, heaven forbid.  Some wanted to be Accountants, some 

Solicitors, some Architects.   

 

Interestingly, many wanted to work in fields that their parents worked, 

while others seemed hell bent on doing the opposite.   

 

I even remember one young man who had watched his parents devote 

their existence to law, business, material consumption, and multiple 

weddings, decide that he was to move to Nimbin, live on a commune, 

and smoke pot all day. Each to their own. 

 

I’m not sure which one I found more appealing, or less appealing.  The 

approach to segregate from mainstream society, grow vegetables, herbs, 

of all kinds, chickens in the backyard, smoking pot all day, seemed just like 

a haze of reality.  However, you could argue consuming expensive goods, 

working long hours, playing mental chess in boardrooms, never having 

enough, and chasing someone else’s illusion of success seemed just like 

another haze of reality. 

 

Two ends of the same stick.   
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Pondering this thought, and swinging in my green plastic school chair I 

saw my reflection in the window.  I reflected.  Yes, literally and 

metaphorically.  I began to reflect on the life I had created.  On my hazy 

reality. 

 

Then walked in a young bloke named William. 

 

William had a reputation among the teaching ranks, a reputation which 

was very different to the other “reputations going around”. He was 

apparently a challenge to engage with and difficult to satisfy. Not that he 

was disrespectful; it was just that he was inquisitive and didn’t take the 

standard answers as gospel. He was liked by most of his peers.  He was 

liked by some of his teachers.   

 

Teachers saw him as being wise beyond his years and a deeply insightful 

kid.  They saw him as someone the school system wasn’t really suited to, 

for a number of reasons we can discuss another time.  

 

As for me, I liked and disliked William straight away.  He was 16 years 

going on 30.  He was self assured, confident and articulate.  He was 

capable in his schooling, even though he didn’t seem to work hard.   

 

William got his nickname, “Curious Willy”, for a reason.  He was deeply 

curious.  He asked questions, in fact, he asked more questions than most.  

He asked questions that people didn’t know the answer to.   

 

Teachers typically like to know the answers to their student’s questions, 

particularly when standing vulnerable in front of their class. Accordingly, 

most of Curious Willy’s teachers felt nervous when they found out he 

would be in their class.  
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Funny thing is that Curious Willy didn’t care if people had the answers.  He 

was just genuinely interested in asking questions. 

 

However, there was one question that Curious Willy did want an answer 

to.  A question he had been asking for a long time.  I was called upon to 

help.  I felt nervous.  The question was.... 

 

“What am I going to do when I leave school?” 

 

My job was to help Curious Willy answer this question.  However, Curious 

Willy had already gone through the standard process.  Answer this 

question, answer this questionnaire, answer this, answer that.   

 

“What about working as a researcher?” I asked. He was curious after all.  

 

“Researching what?” asked Curious Willy. 

 

“Something you are interested in,” I replied. 

 

“I’m Curious Willy, I’m interested in everything.” 

 

I kept suggesting options, hoping for a hit.  “You could become a Doctor, 

or a Dentist, or an Accountant.” 

 

Curious Willy was grateful for the suggestions.  He was also gifted with 

diplomacy.  I knew none of the suggestions brought him any closer to an 

answer to his question, “what am I going to do when I leave school?” 
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Six months on, Curious Willy and his family decided to move from the area, 

with Willy changing schools. By the time he left, I still hadn’t found an 

answer for him.  I found this a little difficult. It was a rare experience that I 

was unable to offer direction and a solution to one of my students.  

 

My colleagues didn’t think too much about it. Most of them had been 

around a bit longer than me. Perhaps they were hardened through 

experience and simply looked at their average performance as opposed 

to individual student outcomes. Perhaps they believed that some kids 

were just too hard to help. 

 

Anyway, on Curious Willy’s departure, I think my colleagues were just 

happy that he would no longer ask the next question and question the 

norm. For me, I actually liked having a character like Willy around, even if 

he was a little challenging. 

 

I don’t know if Willy will ever know, but he had a lot more influence on me 

than he possibly realised. I was restless in my job before I met Willy, and 

after he left it only grew. A year or so after his departure, I decided to 

leave the school too.  But I wasn’t just changing schools; I decided I was 

leaving the school system. 

 

Just like Curious Willy, there was one question I was still seeking an answer 

for - what I was going to do when I left school? 
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Chance meeting 

 

Ten years on I was walking down the road on a summer’s Sunday 

morning, enjoying the smell of the salt air, sound of the surf, and the 

warmth of the morning sun on my neck, when I felt a tap on my shoulder.  

I turned around.  It was Curious Willy. 

 

He had changed a little.  He looked a little older, a little wiser, yet he was 

still unforgettable with that signature sparkle in his eye which simply said 

“curiosity”. 

 

“Hi William, are you still known as Curious Willy?” I asked. 

 

“Certainly am,” he replied, with a nod and a cheeky smile. 

 

“What are you up to these days?” I asked with genuine intrigue. 

 

Willy replied with a slight tilt of his head, “Well I am currently running my 

own business. What about you?  Do you still work with kids to help them 

decide what they want to do with their careers?” 

 

“No, I left the school system not long after your family moved from the 

Central Coast.” I noticed this came out with a bit of resistance. 

 

“Well what are you doing these days?” asked Curious Willy. 

 

“I’m working in the finance sector, at least until I work out what I want to 

do when I grow up.” I smiled and cringed as I said it. 
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“Funny how things work out.  I may be able to help you with that.”  Willy 

responded with a level of authenticity that surprised me.  

 

All of a sudden I felt as though I was the curious one.   

 

While my mind was racing, Curious Willy pulled out a pen from his pocket, 

turned my hand over, and wrote his mobile number on the back of it.  

Turning my hand back over, he shook it, and said “do you believe things 

happen for a reason?  Don’t wash your hand until you call.” 

 

As I watched Curious Willy walk off, I felt goosebumps on the back of my 

neck.  I have had plenty of goosebump moments, but the last time I had 

goosebumps like that was 10 years ago.   

 

That night, I was surfing the net when I decided to search “Curious Willy”.  I 

was directed to a number of sites, some about Killer Whales, some about 

adult entertainment, and one which took me by surprise.  The link said 

“Curious Willy – Asking the questions you didn’t think of.”  I clicked through. 

 

The first button I pressed was “about me”.  It was Curious Willy’s bio.  

Curious Willy had started out as a teacher.  He studied at the University of 

Newcastle, Australia.  He found a teaching job he liked, for a while.  That 

was until he felt restrained by the system.  Curious Willy always liked a 

certain speed of change, and his speed wasn’t a match for a large 

institution like government education.   
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Curious Willy used his teaching expertise to his advantage as he travelled 

the world, mixing work with play.  He had seen the unfathomable blend of 

hope and poverty in Africa, the confidence and the fear of America, the 

absoluteness of Europe, and from abroad, the blinded insulation of 

Australia.   

 

He dedicated the past few years to helping people help themselves, and 

in Curious Willy’s words “he never wants to grow up, but he does know 

what he wants to do.”  In fact, he says, “everybody does.” 

 

This last line hit me like a brick in the head.  I suddenly felt lost, vague and 

hazy.  Was the one kid that I could never provide an answer to, be the 

one that could provide me with the answer that I had been seeking for so 

long? 

 

 

The phone rang three times 

 

As reluctant as I was, I picked up my mobile phone and called the 

number that Curious Willy had written on the back of my hand. 

 

While the phone was ringing, and I gazed at my hand, a funny thought 

came into my head.  It was about Curious Willy. I remember him being 

one of the last people I had asked to stop writing on his hand, that’s what 

paper was invented for. It further confirmed that my influence on Curious 

Willy was light on at best. 

 

While I was milling through the deeper recesses of my school yard 

memory, a voice arrived on the other end of the line. 
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“This is Willy.” 

 

The short and to the point answer took me a little by surprise. “Hi Willy, it’s 

Matt Linnert here. I felt compelled to call you. My curiosity got the better 

of me.” 

 

“I was expecting your call Matt. It seems strange that we bumped into 

each other after all these years.  Sorry if I was a bit direct.  Sometimes I just 

want to help and can be a touch quick to advise.” 

 

“No worries Willy.” I replied, feeling a bit challenged by what I sensed was 

about to come out of my mouth.  Nonetheless, it decided on coming out. 

“Willy, I’m struggling with direction at the moment. I know there are so 

many things I could do. I have changed jobs a few times but I still feel 

restless and unsatisfied.” 

 

I paused. 

 

“I know how you feel Matt. As you know, I was always struggling with what 

I was going to do once I grew up. When I decided to leave teaching six or 

so years ago, I did this and that for a while, only to end up frustrated 

again. Then I decided to take myself through a particular path of learning.  

It was this learning that ensured my next phase of decision making was 

more about science and reason than luck.” 

 

Concerned that I was about to be recruited, I retreated, quickly. “After all 

these years it is great to hear that you have built a successful business and 

life for yourself.  I am interested to find out more, but I have to run now.” 
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Willy seemed surprised yet unmoved by my quick reversal. “Part of me 

wants to tell you to come in for an initial meeting so you can at least know 

what it is that I could do for you. However, I know that the time needs to 

be right before you will be ready to invest in yourself and begin to make 

the changes that a big part of you is screaming out for. The most 

challenging part of my job is knowing what I can do for people, while 

those people aren’t ready or willing to explore, learn and improve. I 

accept that it can be a challenging first step!” 

 

Now I was challenged by this. I am willing to improve myself. I am willing to 

look at me. I am willing to change anything that needs changing to 

improve my life, aren’t I?  I replied to Willy. “I am willing to explore, learn 

and improve my life. I am interested, and I will get back to you.” 

 

Willy responded with diplomacy and respect. “OK then Matt.  Give me a 

call when you are ready and we can take it from there. Thanks for 

calling.”  

 

After I hung up from Willy, it took me a moment to regather myself.  It 

seems that even after 10 years Curious Willy still had the capacity to get 

under my skin. 

 

The part that I found the most challenging was that he got under my skin 

by wanting me to live the most wonderful life I could live.  
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How can it be that someone who believes so much in my ability to build a 

wonderfully liberating and engaging life be so challenging? Perhaps it’s 

because I have never had anyone around me who provides such 

absolute belief in me. Perhaps it’s because he didn’t accept excuses and 

alibis. Perhaps it’s because he didn’t accept standard and traditional 

ways of looking at things, and doing things, if they didn’t provide optimum 

outcomes.  

 

On this note, standard and traditional approaches just didn’t sit well for 

Curious Willy. In saying this, he didn’t mind others who were more oriented 

in this way. In fact, I think he liked it this way. It provided contrast. 

 

I remember Willy referring to an interview with Billy Connolly many years 

ago. “Billy explained that in his old age, he realised there is no right and 

wrong, there are just some things that he didn’t get. Of those things, some 

he will never get, and some he may change his mind on at some stage.” 

 

Interestingly, according to Willy’s website, he likes diversity. He totally 

accepts that different people are suited to different things, and the things 

that are not for us, we often just don’t get. He suggests that working out 

what is for us, and what is not, is one of the most liberating things we can 

do for ourselves.  
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I decided it was time that I learnt what was for me, and what wasn’t. It 

was time to get clear on my way. I was up for a challenge and I was 

ready for some change. I decided that I wanted to learn from someone 

who had walked this path of learning before me, and who walked their 

talk.  

 

I decided I would call Willy tomorrow.  

 

 

Tomorrow, and tomorrow’s tomorrow 

 

Tomorrow was Tuesday morning, the day after I had taken a long 

weekend just for me.  

 

I woke early, about 6am, went for a run, showered and then shot off to 

work. The start of the day was always busy, with seldom enough time to 

do anything peacefully. 

 

As I walked into the office, I looked around smiling at my colleagues while 

observing the little pixies chatting away in my head.  

 

The conversation with myself went along these lines. “I couldn’t ask for 

much more from my work, could I? My colleagues are pleasant, enough, I 

receive an above average income, I get to work in an air conditioned 

office of 21 degrees every day of the year. I have a career path, I get 

performance bonuses and my clients respect me.” 

 

Once again I used this line of thought to conclude, “you have it pretty 

good don’t you”. My artful self-convincing lasted long enough to override 

the little voice, screaming out, “you gotta get out of this place”. 
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On the drive home from work, I felt happy and content with the 

productivity of the day. I turned up, did my work, didn’t think too much 

and faced no complaints. I didn’t even think of Willy. 

 

Then tomorrow came. Then tomorrow’s tomorrow came. I continued with 

the self fulfilling work of convincing myself nothing was missing, even 

though I knew as clear as day that it was. I kept myself busy, ensuring I 

had little time for contemplation. 

 

I always found contemplation challenging. It is in times of contemplation 

when I ask “what the hell am I doing this for?” It is in the times of 

contemplation that I think of Curious Willy. 

 

Curiosity and contemplation seem to go together. Just like cigarettes and 

lung cancer. It seems like madness to me that tobacco companies invest 

millions if not billions in trying to invent the healthier cigarette. Not sure if 

they have realised that the whole framework about smoking is just that, 

injecting smoke into your lungs. Perhaps the safest cigarette is a smoke 

free one, not sure if they have thought of that. 

 

Perhaps this is the danger of contemplation. You may just arrive at a 

logical conclusion that can literally save a bucket load of money and a 

heap of heartache. But it can also lead to a need, or at least desire, to 

change course, do something differently or let go of what used to make 

so much sense. 
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I wonder how much cigarette companies contemplate. I am sure they 

analyse, calculate and manipulate. But contemplation is different to all of 

these mental processes. Contemplation is deeper, thicker, while being less 

forceful.  

 

OK, enough contemplation, I think I’ll go for a swim. 

 

 

The day after tomorrow’s tomorrow 

 

Tomorrow’s tomorrow passed without too much more contemplation and 

curiosity. But the day after tomorrow’s tomorrow I found myself thinking 

again. 

 

It had been a while since I had my last holiday, and it will be a while 

before the next. I was right in the middle of turning a day over, then the 

next, then the next.  

 

As I moved through the daily grind, my restlessness increased and I 

wondered why the working people on island resorts seem so relaxed. They 

are still working after all. 

 

Whenever I return from a laid back tropical holiday I wonder why I can’t 

retain such peace, particularly when I return to work. This is something that 

I would like some more of.  

 

Perhaps it is time to look at a move from the office environment to 

something a little more relaxed and transient. Something with a bit more 

balance. 

 



14 
 

 
 
   

www.linnerts.com.au 
matt@linnerts.com.au  
0421 207 953 
 

I started looking at job adverts that appealed to me, I looked at business 

sales which looked like they provided a great work-life balance. I looked 

for jobs I could get passionate about, beyond the first six months that is. I 

looked, I looked and I looked. 

 

The more I looked, the more I wondered if it would be any different. I 

didn’t want to risk everything, or anything, just because I felt an urge. Even 

though it is one of those urges that hangs around like that smell in the 

bottom of the dishwasher. It just won’t go away. You forget about it when 

the door is closed, but you know it is still there. 

 

I contemplated. “Do I ignore my restlessness, my inner knowing, or is it time 

to do something about it?” 

 

I took my standard and well practiced approach. I ignored it.  

 

 

Just like nits 

 

The more I ignored, the more it multiplied. Just like nits I guess. 

 

So I ignored it, but you know what happened. It just kept turning up. My 

restlessness and curiosity that is. 

 

I ignored some more, and then ignored my ignoring. For a little while, it 

was kind of nice to get to this level of numbness. But then it seemed I was 

living in a slowly building orchestral piece that was leading south instead 

or north.  
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In symphony with my ignoring, the lethargy grew, the tiredness grew, the 

silent and confused despair grew. All this grew to the stage when I could 

not grow, I was stagnant, I was living dead. 

 

If only I listened earlier. I could have embraced change when it was a 

simple choice to enhance my life, whereas now, change was no longer a 

choice, but a basic need of survival. 

 

A short time later, hours that is, not weeks, months or years, I decided that 

enough was enough. I took a deep breath, and after three attempts, I 

called Curious Willy. 

 

Hello Curious Willy 

 

I was nervous before I called Willy. 

 

Part of me could still argue that nothing is broken and everyone looks to 

work and business as just a means to an end. For some reason though, I 

was looking for more, or perhaps not more, just something else. 

 

The phone rang three times, then Willy answered. 

 

“Hi Willy, it is Matt Linnert here.” I attempted with confidence. 

 

“Hi Matt, I was wondering if I was going to hear from you again.” Curious 

Willy replied curiously. 
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“Well, I found myself busy again, and thought nothing needed changing. 

But then it felt as though I was back on the treadmill, jumping through all 

these hoops, wasting so many hours of my life just to make a dollar or 

two.” 

 

I couldn’t see it, but I knew Willy was smiling. 

 

Willy replied, “We all play our part and have our role. Would you like to 

have a look at that treadmill and decide if it is for you?” 

 

“I think so Willy. I am just a bit nervous about what it will cost me to do so.”  

 

“The way I look at it is different. What will it cost you not to look at what 

you are doing to make a dollar, and the other options you have? Life isn’t 

about making the best investment with your money. Life is about making 

the best investment with your time.” 

 

Willy took a moment and then continued. “Remember your time is far 

more valuable than your money. Your money will come and go, but your 

time will only go. Once it is gone you cannot get it back. Don’t let it 

whittle away. As Foxy says, there is nothing more painful than regret”. 

 

Curious Willy had just got under my skin, again. He is stating the obvious, 

no argument. But how can this young bloke, 20 years my junior, be 

teaching me like an Indian sage? 
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Putting my ego to the side, I agreed and asked, “what you say makes 

sense, but I don’t know what to do. I don’t even really know what you do. 

You mentioned last time we spoke that you went on a path of learning to 

help with the next phase of decision making for you. What was that all 

about?” 

 

After a pause, Willy replied, “I can summarise it in nine steps. I use the 

same framework when I teach people now. Essentially I teach my own 

curriculum, not something which I am told to teach by the government. 

My curriculum covers many of the things which I would like to see taught 

in schools. In saying that, I am not sure too many teachers and educators 

would agree.”  

 

Willy continued, “I used these nine steps for my own development and 

direction, and I have used these same steps with hundreds of private 

clients in recent years. I wouldn’t usually share these over the phone, but 

for one reason or another, I am happy to do so for you. Do you have 

some paper and a pen?” 

 

My trusty notepad was already open at a blank page, and the third pen I 

tried worked. I replied, “I’m ready Willy”. 
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Curious Willy’s nine steps 

 

“Matt, I will just go through the nine steps and then provide a little more 

explanation. Please remember that only so much can be outlined here. If 

you want to look more closely at these nine steps for you, then we need 

to put some time aside to work through the different areas and 

opportunities. 

 

Here are my nine steps to living your life, and building your wealth, in your 

way. 

 

1. Understand choice and responsibility 

2. It is as you see it 

3. Realise the invisible is real 

4. Identify and articulate your values 

5. Know your personality 

6. Get to know you beyond values and personality 

7. Match all of you to activity 

8. Understand wealth models 

9. Go fishing 

 

 

1. Understand choice and responsibility 

 

If you don’t like something, that is a choice. If you do like something, that 

is a choice.  

 

When you change your mind, you are just making a different choice. 

What I thought was success five years ago, is different today. I have 

changed my mind, I have made a new choice.  



19 
 

 
 
   

www.linnerts.com.au 
matt@linnerts.com.au  
0421 207 953 
 

 

Making a new choice can be more challenging than it appears.  This is 

where responsibility comes into it.  Most people use responsibility to get 

stuck living a life, and creating wealth, in a way that does very little for 

them.  

 

Responsibility is meant to work very differently to this. Authors like Steven 

Covey are closer to the mark when they explain responsibility as your 

ability to proactively choose your response to external stimuli. 

 

In your case Matt, how long did it take you to actually do something 

about your current restlessness and frustration? This time lag is an example 

of your lack of capacity to respond proactively, until now. So 

congratulations on making the step. 

 

When you respond slowly to something you don’t like, it is like saying “near 

enough is good enough”. Responding quickly demonstrates how much 

you respect time. It also demonstrates your commitment to living your life, 

and building your wealth, in your way.  

 

 

2. It is as you see it 

 

There is a quote I heard once. It was something like “The world is not as it 

is, it is as you are.” 

 

Pretty deep concept hey. I didn’t think all that much about it when I first 

heard it. Then I heard it again and realised a few things. 
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In particular, I remember that I put off having kids, believing that the world 

is a difficult, competitive, volatile, and challenging place. Why would I 

want to voluntarily subject another person to it? Pretty dark thought I 

know, but nonetheless I had it. Naturally, this stopped the whole “birds 

and bees” desire.  

 

Then I had the opportunity to travel far and wide. Through experience 

and exploration, of both the world around me and the world within me, I 

discovered what Louis Armstrong sang about all those years ago, “what a 

wonderful world”.  

 

In essence, the world had not changed, only my perception of it. With 

that change in perception, it was easy, in fact, it was a privilege and a 

joy, to get back to the “birds and bees” of nature, and bring some little 

people into the world. 

 

Before you think I am nuts, consider climate change. Right now, there are 

people who are selling their multi-million dollar waterfront properties 

because they believe the sea water will rise and flood their house. Others 

are buying waterfront properties because they do not believe this will be 

the case. There are arguments for both sides of the equation.  

 

Further, I am sure there are scientifically provable arguments for both sides 

of the equation with the advocates of each side fully armed and able to 

discredit their opposition’s position.  

 

It is important to note that all changes occur in patterns over time, 

whether this be a change in climate, politics, government, the economy, 

trade, or your personal life. Typically, we call these periods of change, 

cycles.  
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Often someone will prove a point by being selective of the cycle they 

measure over.  

 

I am sure this takes place with environmental and climate research and 

reports, just as it takes place with the analysis of asset prices, like properties 

and shares. In fact, the shrewder investment product marketers use such a 

strategy diligently when presenting the so-called “facts”.  

 

Anyway, this is not a debate on climate, politics, or investment product 

sales techniques.  

 

I am not trying to get you to vote for one side or the other of any debate. 

What I am suggesting is that you are likely to find evidence to support your 

view. You see, the world is not as it is, it is as you see it. 

 

Importantly, my capacity to find an argument for my view is not all that 

important.  

 

The greatest opportunity I have is to simply recognise that my views are 

my views, and they may change overtime. At any point in time, they may 

be the same or different to yours.  

 

Interestingly, when two people see the world differently we obtain both a 

gift and a challenge. The gift is one of diversity and the opportunity for 

acceptance. The challenge is fear, and the likelihood of old-fashioned 

mob warfare.  
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We have mob warfare around lots of past and present issues. Some of the 

most reported being climate change, the Iraq weapons of mass 

destruction episode, treatment of refugees, poverty, human rights, 

corporal punishment, euthanasia, abortion and more. 

 

Sure I have my take on all of these, for example, not long ago I felt the 

greatest weapon for mass destruction was George W Bush. Well, actually, 

I think he was second, with the first being fear.  

 

Nonetheless, what is important is to realise the power of your opinion. It 

decides what you are afraid of, and what is beyond you, just as it decides 

what to grab hold of and what you are capable of. Change your opinion, 

change your world. 

 

Now let’s apply this concept to your situation Matt. You think that you 

should be happy and content in your job. You can convince yourself of 

this for a certain period of time, and then the doubt comes in. 

 

You say to yourself, “I have it good compared to others, I should think 

myself lucky”. 

 

Such a comparison is fruitless. Comparing yourself to others does not take 

into account their values and personality preferences, and more 

importantly it doesn’t take into consideration yours.  

 

Without understanding these things particularly well, the grass seems 

greener on the other side, but is it? Well, sometimes it really is, but only if 

there is a cleaner match between your values, your personality and the 

activity and purpose behind what you do. 
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Importantly, when we think “this is the way it is, so put up with it”, we stop 

all of the natural forces of movement and change. We limit our capacity 

to leave a job, or a business, to enter a new phase of living and earning. 

 

Being stuck and putting up with it is not the way it is, it is the way you see 

it. It is a choice. 

 

I now realise the only limiting force between me, and living the life of my 

dreams, is me. It is not money, even though it is a regular excuse, it is not 

age, even though that too is a regular excuse, and it is not your 

responsibilities, even though that is a regular excuse too. 

 

Break free by being willing to embrace life, instead of just doing life. Be 

willing to do things your way, instead of following the way suited for 

someone else. This brings me to the next step. 

 

 

3. Realise the invisible is real 

 

My third step is to realise where pretty much everything comes from. 

 

For example, once upon a time, you had an idea that it made sense to 

learn to read. Perhaps more accurately, someone else thought this was a 

good idea, and some years later you can read this book. 

 

Similarly, once upon a time, you had an idea that the job you do, or the 

business you run, was a good idea. Some years later here you are. 
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Or in a more general sense, pretty much everything you have and don’t 

have, do and don’t do, originate from an idea, from a thought. 

 

Often we seek this thing or that thing to make our lives better. 

Unfortunately, such an action is often based on clever marketing and not 

based on what we really want. 

 

In your case Matt, you may think you want a new job, you may think you 

want to build a business, but what I think you really want is a certain 

relationship with your work. I suspect this relationship enables your work to 

be more meaningful to you, giving it a purpose which is beyond making a 

few dollars. 

 

This is an interesting idea. It challenges the norm through it’s idealism. 

However, ask any person who feels genuinely engaged with their work, 

and you will realise that having meaningful, rewarding and engaging 

work is not idealistic; it is realistic and certainly attainable. 

 

There are many that will argue that the purpose of work is making money. 

I agree that this is typically the primary reason for work. I also know that 

there are many different ways to work, and many different ways to make 

money.  

 

You too have opened to the idea that you have choice around the way 

you make money and fund your desired lifestyle.  

 

It is only through this awareness that you start to ask, is this it? 
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Before you look at how much money you can make from different 

activities, types of work, and possibly business, it is important that you 

understand what makes work meaningful to you. It is this concept that I 

want to talk to you about now. 

 

 

4. Identify and articulate your values 

 

Can you name your top five values Matt?  

 

Until you can name your top five values, how can you possibly assess how 

your work or business is aligned to what is important to you? 

 

Importantly, I am not talking about the key values of your society, family, 

religion or industry.  

 

For one reason or another, it seems other’s values are easier to identify 

and consider your own, than the actual values that sing most true to you. 

My theory on this is that our existence is very much reliable on having 

people care and look after us until we reach a certain level of growth and 

development. 

 

I think it is this early patterning that sets up the willingness to take on 

another’s views and values as our own. I also believe that when our job is 

aligned more to our parent’s values, than our own, then the deep 

satisfaction and happiness that can be received from our working lives is 

underachieved. 
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Here is an exercise for you Matt. Using the internet, search for “values 

questionnaires”, and complete any questionnaire that you think is 

appropriate for you. The ones that are more likely to give you insights you 

can depend upon are those that are orientated to “you learning about 

you”.  

 

Avoid any questionnaire or discussion which is designed to train you to 

think one value is more acceptable than another. Who really has the right 

to tell you that diligence is more or less valuable than creativity, or that 

compassion is more or less valuable than assertiveness, and so on? 

 

Until you can gain a deep sense of what you value most, and how you 

can bring this value to what you do in all areas of life, you will sense a lack 

of authenticity and engagement.  

 

It is for this reason that understanding your values, and not just buying into 

the values of others, is so important.  

 

So I go back to the original question Matt, can you name your top five 

values? 

 

 

5. Know your personality 

 

Similar, yet different to values, is personality.  

 

Did you know Matt that people spend more time analysing the world 

around them, then understanding themselves? 
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How on earth someone concluded that learning calculus was more 

important than understanding oneself and others amazes me.  

 

I wish I learnt more about what makes me tick, what gets under my skin, 

and how my personality influences these things at school. Life would have 

been so much easier.  

 

Why not encourage our children to learn about who they are, one 

element being their personality preferences, before we talk about jobs, 

careers, lifestyles and so forth? It seems backwards to me.  

 

Similarly, how businesses operate without a solid, or at least decent, 

understanding of their people’s personality preferences is certainly risky, 

and in some cases, very costly to the business.  

 

Matt, if you really want to craft your life, and build your wealth, in your 

way, then you absolutely need to look at your personality preferences.  

 

If you want to feel really aligned to what you are doing and why you are 

doing it, then you need to understand your personality. 

 

If you want to gain the benefits of leverage through teams, it serves 

equally well to learn about the personality preferences of others. 

 

It is worth pointing out that personality preferences are not some vague 

concept. It has been researched and assessed for centuries. 

 

For example, I use the Myers Briggs Type Indicator, which has been 

around for 80 years and has received volumes of research and 

assessment for validity and reliability.  
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This is only one tool which can accurately and reliably provide indicators 

of your personality preferences, there are certainly others. You could use 

the internet to find information about personality. Just be mindful of where 

you source your information from. There are unqualified and 

inexperienced people spruiking about personality, which is at best rubbish, 

and at worst, damaging to the healthy development of self awareness. 

 

Importantly, it is not only the personality preferences that are worth 

looking into. Of great value is assessing how you use your preferences to 

bring value to the market, and what environments you are likely to thrive 

in, as opposed to just survive in. 

 

Once you get to this stage Matt, you will be much clearer on what is really 

important to you and what you are all about. What you share with the 

world is up to you, however, it is worth noting what you hold back inhibits 

both your internal and external wealth opportunities. 

 

 

6. Get to know you beyond values and personality 

 

At one level you are a physical human being who can lift this box, push 

that lever, and jump so high. At another level, you are a thinking being 

who can analyse, question, ponder and more. You are also an emotional 

being, who feels satisfied, unsatisfied, happy, unhappy, and so forth.  

 

As alluded to above, it is through your thinking and your feeling that you 

typically interpret and make sense of your world. This may be assessing 

how much you like your career, or even if you are doing what you believe 

you were born to do. 
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It may be assessing the level of success you have attained, or the quality 

of you as a person. Importantly, all of these judgements are based on 

some form of man made conditioning of the mind and emotion. They are 

not of pure form, they are coloured from society. 

 

I propose that your deepest values and preferences are still frames of 

mind and heart. Sure, they will be deeply important to you, and it makes 

sense to celebrate them, to use them, to embrace them, as long as what 

you have identified is yours. 

 

However, if what you seek is a sense of peace that cannot be bought, 

cannot be sold, but just is, getting to know you beyond the mind, beyond 

the heart, beyond values, beyond personality, beyond form, is required. It 

is in this space that a peace and quiet resides that cannot be disrupted 

from the external world.  

 

At this level, how much money you have or don’t have, how much money 

you earn or don’t earn, what you do for work, what title you hold, or what 

business you run doesn’t matter.  

 

This type of financial freedom cannot be bought, it can only be obtained, 

it can only be experienced. To live in such a state is rare in our current 

society, however, you may have had at least a little taste of it.  

 

Through this mindset, you can be more particular about the activity which 

makes sense for you to engage in, while maintaining the acceptance 

that one way or another the practicalities of earning an income, or 

funding a lifestyle, still need to be met. 
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7. Match all of you to activity 

 

Once you arrive at this step, you have learnt a great deal about you and 

the world around you, and it is time to put philosophy into practice. 

 

To start with, there are questions to be asked. To keep it short today, here 

are just a few that come to mind. 

 

 What activities do you engage in which enables you to use your 

values now? 

 What activities could you engage in which would enable you to 

use your values more readily? 

 How do you get to use your personality preferences in the way you 

live your life, and fund your lifestyle? 

 Are there significant parts of your life/career/business that requires 

you to use skills and traits that you do not value and that are not 

part of your personality preferences? 

 

Your responses to these questions are insightful as you begin to review the 

way you have designed, whether consciously or unconsciously, your life.  

 

Further to this, you will deepen your awareness of the appropriateness of 

your work and business activity to how you most naturally bring value to 

the market. With this, you may just discover, how you want to move 

forward with your life.  

 

This is likely to include changing some things you want to change, and 

keeping some things just the way they are. 
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Once you start to analyse and align activity, we move to the stage in the 

nine step process that the most black and white, tangible considerations 

arrive. 

 

8. Understand wealth models 

 

I may see the world a bit differently to some, but it seems like madness 

that the focus of school is to educate people so they can find 

employment for themselves. I am not sure how this approach optimally 

serves the individual or the society we live in. 

 

Would it not make more sense to teach our youth about the options of 

income earning (of which employment is just one), growing capital, and 

similar principles of money management and growth?  

 

I wonder why understanding the framework of our financial system is so 

undervalued that it is left to the self-motivated to learn about.  

 

Nonetheless, understanding wealth models is all important if you want to 

live your life, and build your wealth, in your way. 

 

Personally, I completed a financial planning diploma, not for career 

advancement, but for my own confidence and understanding of how to 

be effective in the wealth creation corner of my life.  

 

This was not so I could make more money, it was so I could make money 

in the way that I wanted to.  
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What I discovered is that I am not all that interested in buying loads of little 

investment properties, hopefully positive gearing them, and waiting for 

capital growth. I am not knocking this strategy, for some it is absolutely 

their way, just not for me.  

 

I also find the idea of sticking to a budget and salary sacrificing, to a 

portfolio of managed funds, within a retail superannuation product, for 40 

years of my life, about as exciting as watching paint dry. In saying that, for 

people with certain personality preferences and value sets, this would 

work wonders for them. Is it my way? No way. 

 

Sometimes the most important thing we can learn is how we don’t want 

to do things. Our parents and peers can help us a lot with this if we only 

listen to our internal knowing.  

 

Interestingly, even when you know that the current way is no longer your 

way, making the change can be difficult, but more on this in a moment. 

 

Understanding wealth models covers concepts from earning a salary and 

using the income to invest, to bringing innovative ideas to market with 

both capital and income returns.  

 

As a society we need both. If it wasn’t for the entrepreneurial, the rest 

wouldn’t have a job. If it wasn’t for those who are cut out to provide 

reliable service to their employers, the entrepreneur wouldn’t have the 

resources to bring their innovation to market.  
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The diversity of values, preferences and skills is a perfect creation. To make 

the most of it, we need everyone to be living their life, and building their 

wealth, in their way. Not doing so is like having front row forwards in the 

backline and wingers in the ruck. It might be OK now and then, but 

ultimately, it is just a poor use of resources and people’s gifts. 

 

These nine steps are designed so you don’t even need to “think” which 

way is for you, you just discover what way you know is for you. Connecting 

with this knowing is one of the most liberating things you can do for 

yourself. 

 

Once you know your way, it is time to build your wealth model around it, 

whether that be as an earning and saving employee, a steadily building 

business owner, a tactical trader of assets, a commercially focused 

entrepreneur or humanitarian focused social entrepreneur. 

 

Even though you may have an opinion on which way is best for you, it is 

common that such a view is all gut feel with no science. Unfortunately, 

when we take this approach, we can be deeply influenced by our social 

conditioning that we literally earn blind. You cannot underestimate the 

influence of what your parents think is best, your spouse thinks is best, and 

what society tells you is best. 

 

Look at it this way. It is likely that the most gifted basketball player in this 

world has never bounced a basketball. This may be because their parents 

or friends didn’t play. It may be because it wasn’t the sport that was 

played in the society in which they grew up. 
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It is also possible that the most creative mind in an organisation is actually 

doing process work. It is also possible that the person who can work with 

steadfast diligence is expected to come up with new ways to do things.  

 

Further, it is possible, in fact likely, that the people most suited to invent 

new industries, new services, and new products give them only a fleeting 

thought as a good idea and never realise that embracing and backing 

these ideas is actually their way. If only they knew more about themselves, 

and about entrepreneurial approaches to wealth, we would all benefit. 

 

Matt, I don’t know what your way is. I could guess, but that is not my way. 

I prefer to give you the tools and the science to help you understand this 

with confidence. 

  

At this point, I would have taught you how to fish with a rod, reel and bait, 

that is custom designed to you. It is time to go fishing. 

 

 

9. Go fishing 

 

Have you heard the saying, “feed a man a fish and he eats for a day, 

teach a man to fish and he eats for life?” 

 

I love this saying and it epitomises what I am all about. 

 

From the above eight steps, you will be taught how to fish. You can pick 

that knowledge up and take it to virtually any corner of the globe. Think of 

all the things you have learnt in your life, and consider the few things that 

are of value to you and you will never forget. Well, the above 8 steps will 

give you things that are in that list, and will stay in that list. 
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At this step, it is time to go fishing. You are well equipped, and it is simply 

time to throw the line in the water. It may mean that you keep going to 

the same fishing hole, whether that be work or business. It may mean that 

you decide that the old fishing hole is no longer for you and it is time to 

find a new one. Nonetheless, you are now the proactive fisherman. 

 

Understand that the people most suited to fishing enjoy all of it. The 

preparation, the researching, the days you catch stacks, the days you 

catch little, the whole adventure. 

 

By embracing the nine steps, the “your life, your wealth, your way” steps, 

you get to enjoy all of it. The ups and the downs, the lefts and the rights, 

the income and the expenses, the opportunities and the challenges, the 

change and the same, and so on. 

 

The form of how you fish over the years is likely to evolve, however, one 

thing will remain the same. That thing is your deep understanding of who 

you are, what you are all about, how you bring value to the market, and 

the types of places you like to catch your wealth, whether a little or a lot. 

 

Now I don’t know about you Matt, but I am not destined to be a 

traditional fisherman, but I certainly know how I am meant to be fishing in 

our financial world. It took me years of personal endeavour to gain clarity 

on this. I never could have imagined that taking people through these 

steps is what I was going to do when I grew up. It is not the sort of job that 

is advertised in the weekend paper.” 

 

Then Willy stopped. 
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I looked at my watch 

 

While I attempted to digest the completeness of Curious Willy’s nine steps, 

and the depth and breadth of thinking behind it, I looked down at my 

watch. 

 

I don’t know why, I already knew that I didn’t wear a watch. I was either 

stunned by my ex-students expose of how he helps people, or just 

stumped for what to say and had to find something else to do. 

 

It was quiet, and then Curious Willy spoke. “Matt, I haven’t put you to 

sleep have I? It was a lot more information than I would typically offer, but 

I thought you would be interested given your current situation and your 

background as a careers adviser.” 

 

Without thinking, I replied, “Willy, no wonder I felt challenged all those 

years ago when I was trying to find a job for you. You are no ordinary guy. 

Your nine steps are like nothing I have seen before. Sure, there are lots of 

people who talk about values, personality, and the like.” 

 

“There are lots of people who talk about the best way to get wealthy. But 

I have never heard of someone who has embraced and integrated so 

many integral concepts into one smooth body of thinking. It is quite 

incredible Willy”. I was still surprised. 
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“I wasn’t trying to impress you Matt,” Willy replied with sincerity. “I was just 

giving you an outline of how I work with people, and hopefully give you a 

few ideas to run with. If you want to get on with living your life, and 

building your wealth, in your way, then looking at all of these areas is 

imperative. If you want my help, I’m here, but if you want to fly solo, then 

I’m cool with that too.” 

 

“Willy, you have been most generous with your time and sharing of your 

knowledge. There is one thing for sure, I can either work through this by 

myself, in the comfort and safety of my own home, or I can put my ego 

aside, and get on with it with you. My choice is simple, I’m coming to visit, 

and I want you to support and challenge me, to teach and guide me. Do 

you think you can take on an old bloke like me?” 

 

Without a sniff of hesitation, Willy replied, “If you are up for it, I am up for it. 

In fact, you possibly don’t realise how much of a pleasure it will be to 

serve you in this way.” 
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PART II 

 

I contemplated 

 

Contemplation can be a scary thing. 

 

I replayed my conversation with Curious Willy. I thought about it, I 

contemplated what could come from it. This was the part I was nervous 

about. I had worked hard to get to where I am and didn’t want to risk it. 

Part of me didn’t want to change anything, not my outlook, not what I do, 

not how I do it.  

 

I had a beer. Aah, I don’t need all this airy fairy values rubbish. I put up the 

barricade. Just get back to work, leave things alone, they aren’t that 

broken, are they? I had another beer, turned on the TV, and watched the 

screen watching me. 

 

Whether it was the beer, or the test cricket on the TV, I was in a 

contemplative trance. 

 

As the million pixels flashed invisibly to display a picture, a few questions 

arose. 

 

Did I want money? Sure. Did I want the nice things in life? Sure. Did I want 

a satisfying job, career or business pursuit? Sure. Did I want happiness? 

Sure. Did I want peace? Sure. 
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I wanted all these things, but over the years had learnt that sacrifices had 

to be made. That compromises were a daily deal. But Willy was 

challenging this. Not only that, he was living proof that such a way of life 

was not the rule but a choice. 

 

I was struck by Willy’s peaceful nature, ease of life, and acceptance of 

how different people do different things. He truly was walking his talk. Willy 

was living his life, and building his wealth, in his way. He wasn’t chasing, he 

wasn’t on someone else’s treadmill, he was fairly and squarely on his own 

treadmill, with his hand on the speed lever.  

 

I wanted some of what Willy had. 

 

It wasn’t as though he lived in a tin shed on the boundaries of someone 

else’s land. He had a mortgage, he had children, he enjoyed holidays, he 

experienced the financial cycles of small business. 

 

But he still held his own space.  

 

I know it wasn’t always this way. I knew him as a teenager, and I knew his 

family background. I know he had moved through a couple of careers, 

making the gutsy decision to change when he knew it wasn’t the way for 

him. I know he made these decisions within the same financial pressures 

that most people experience. 

 

Willy had simply made a remarkable transformation in life and is now 

sharing how he did it with others.  
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Further than that, he has just shared the steps with me. As Willy pointed 

out, it is up to me to make a choice, I have the ability to choose my 

response.  

 

It is time to respond to what I don’t like. It is time to make a new choice. It 

is time to learn how to live my life, and build my wealth, in my way. 

 
 

I called Willy back 

 

“Hi Willy, it’s Matt Linnert. I want to tell you that once again you have got 

under my skin. You have challenged me. At the same time you have 

inspired me. It has taken me some time to grasp what you have shared 

with me, and I think it will take some more time to really get my head 

around it.” 

 

“In saying that, I want to learn more, I want to take it further. I want you to 

share with me what you have learnt and teach me how to apply it to my 

situation.” I already felt relieved. 

 

Willy’s reply was deeply authentic. “As I mentioned this morning Matt, it 

would be my honour to provide any guidance I possibly can to you. I 

have no doubt you will benefit in a variety of ways. Let’s make a meeting 

to catch up.”  

 

That we did. 
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Six months later 

 

After I meet Curious Willy, I decided that I would open up and welcome 

his guidance and advice. 

 

What I discovered was a most refreshing and enlightening experience. 

Curious Willy never told me what to do, when to do it, or how to do it. He 

planted seeds, some which seemed to make little sense until a little while 

later. 

 

In this way, Curious Willy is a master gardener. He has the ability to see 

beyond the current landscape to what is coming. He has a great feel for 

what my emerging needs were, and are.  

 

This wisdom enabled him to plant both the obvious and obscure seeds, 

which often led to change and meaningful growth. 

 

Interestingly, I didn’t need to change my world upside down to bring 

more peace and happiness into my life. Often, it was simply the way I was 

looking at it. In saying that, I did feel empowered to leave my job to follow 

my own desire, to create a private education business and I was excited. 

 

Curious Willy taught me about the pragmatic aspects of entrepreneurship 

and business models. This was something I had no idea that Curious Willy 

had in his repertoire.  
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Instead of learning about these things to turn a good profit, Willy taught 

me these things so I could sustainably bring value to the market, in ways 

that both suited me and my personality. He explained that if I do this well, 

with appropriate attention to key business functions, the profit will come. 

 

For the first time in my life, it seemed that our focus, Willy and mine that is, 

was prioritised appropriately. We were not trying to find the most suitable 

job out there for me, or the most suitable business to buy or run. We were 

building a job and a business to suit me. It was totally backwards to the 

advice and opinion I had received from everyone who had given me 

their “two bobs worth” in the past. 

 

No longer was I hamstrung to find the most suitable career within a 

portfolio of existing industries. There was little sense in that once I gained a 

clear understanding of what I value deeply, and how I bring value 

deeply. 

 

I became clear that learning and curiosity are important to me. I learnt 

that fairness and equity pulls at my heart strings. I learnt that creativity is 

something I both enjoy and am skilled at. I am not talking about “the 

arts”, my creativity is more in looking at the way different people think, do 

and be. On reflection, Willy and I were a lot more alike than I would have 

ever guessed.  

 

I also discovered that if I wasn’t helping people help themselves, I felt as 

though I was just going through the motions at work.  

 

It has helped me to understand myself better. It has helped me to accept 

myself with more depth and authenticity. 
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By learning about me, I also learnt a lot about others. I can see how some 

people love to create stability and certainty, and that is why some people 

enjoy certain types of work, and offer certain types of services. I learnt 

that some people love to analyse, calculate and forecast. I learnt that 

others like to play short term tactical strategies and actually enjoy the 

challenge of trouble shooting and putting out bush fires. Apparently, it 

excites them. 

 

My appreciation of these different preferences and values, and 

associated skills has helped me to understand people better, and build 

stronger teams.  

 

One thing that has been striking is this. There are so many things I know I 

can do, and do well. But what I can do, and do well, will not necessarily 

do it for me.  

 

Part of me feels so picky rejecting this job and that job, all great jobs, but 

as Willy would say “they are just not for you, they are for someone else.” 

He compared it to Brussel Sprouts.  Willy would say with a cheeky smile, 

“some people have been put on this earth to eat Brussel Sprouts, and the 

rest just haven’t. If you have been put here to eat Brussel Sprouts, go for it, 

if you haven’t, let them go, they are not that good for you”.  
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My interpretation of this is simple. Some people have been put on this 

earth to run a business, and some have been put here to work in it. Some 

have been put on the earth to invent new services and products, others 

have been put hear to maintain the supply of existing ones. Some have 

been put here to be loud, some have been put here to be quiet. But all 

have been put here to serve. And when you serve in a way that suits what 

you value, what you prefer, and what is important to you, you will find that 

life has so much to offer. All that needs to be done then, is to ensure you 

learn the appropriate skills. 

 

Now six months on, Curious Willy has taught me so much. It was a big step 

to walk away from my last job. It was safe and secure, but I am so glad 

that I have made the step. I feel as though I am living again. 

 

In fact, I feel as though for the first time in a long time, if not ever, that I am 

living my life, and building my wealth, in my way.  

 

As I move along my new found path, I often hold myself back from 

thinking this is  the best path for others.  

 

Willy would help by reminding me of Brussel Sprouts and share a timely 

story. For example, he told me about a business owner, who walked away 

from his business to take up a position at the university. A position Willy said 

was much more suited to him than the ball juggling world of small 

business. I guess small business was like his Brussel Sprouts, and that they 

were not for him. 
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Willy often explained that change happens in all directions. Some people 

leave a job and start a business. Others leave business to start a job. 

Others leave a business to commence a new phase of life, which in the 

west we call retirement. It is amazing how many people find it hard to stop 

working even though they have enough money and have had enough of 

their existing business or career commitments. Willy often commented that 

when your soul has had a gut full, one way or another, change will arrive. 

 

If people only listened more carefully to what they truly want, and did 

something about it, then I believe we would have a much more 

harmonious yet efficient world. This would serve our personal and business 

lives so much better than our current “fit the system” approach. 

 

 

I wonder 

 

I wonder how many people are truly engaged and inspired by what they 

do, and I wonder how many of them actually do well financially. 

 

It seems that so many who follow their heart are on the cashflow struggle 

street. On the other hand, those who are primarily focused on commercial 

or financial gain often sell at least part of their souls in the process of 

material accumulation.  

 

I wonder if they would embrace what Curious Willy has to share. I resisted 

it. Too idealistic. Funny that, most things that end up being deeply 

worthwhile probably start in that way.  
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I thought it was idealistic to be able to live by the beach, a genuine walk 

away, not a real estate agents “walk to the beach”. I thought it idealistic 

to travel around the globe without compromising my wealth creation, 

which I now realise was realistic as it has been achieved. I once thought it 

idealistic to have an engaging and enriching business, which provided 

flexibility to see lots of my family, while providing ample financial rewards 

to purchase everything we need. Maybe it was also idealistic to think that 

you would be interested to read this little book about Curious Willy. 

 

No doubt that all those who believed the earth was flat, thought it was 

idealistic that someone could sail around the world instead of falling off it.  

 

No doubt Albert Einstein’s peers thought he idealistic, or perhaps just 

eccentric, with the birth of some of his far out concepts. Incredible that 

the most popular quote from such an insightful scientist is “imagination is 

more powerful than knowledge”. Now there is a quote that stuffs up the 

skeptics argument “if it can’t be proven it doesn’t exist”.  

 

I guess Einstein approach was the opposite, “I will imagine it to be real 

and then see if I can prove it”. I imagine if Einstein was unable to prove 

something, in his mind it didn’t mean it didn’t exist, or wasn’t true, it just 

represented a flaw in science’s capacity to prove. 

 

Anyway, enough about Einstein, I wonder if Curious Willy’s approach will 

see a complete change to the way people are guided to decide what 

they are going to do with the working part of their lives.  
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Imagine a society where every person in the workforce believed they 

were doing just what they were meant to be doing, and that they were 

doing it in a way that worked financially.  

 

Imagine that every person you dealt with were deeply grateful to be able 

to provide the service they provide to you, from shop attendants, to 

professional advisers, to business creators.  

 

Imagine that businesses were so grateful for your custom that they treated 

their existing clients and customers with as much respect and 

appreciation as their prospect clients. Watching and listening to those 

sweet deals to swing new customers while their existing customers are 

paying full freight is a classic example of an organisation valuing what 

they can get more than what they already have. Before my work with 

Curious Willy, this really got up my nose. Nowadays I just accept that this is 

the way they choose to run their business, and I have the choice as to 

whether I remain a customer or not.  

 

In other words, what they do is their choice, what I do is my choice. 

 

 

My choice 

 

Well, Curious Willy seems to be with me everywhere I go, every step of the 

way. 

 

With his help I have made lots of choices.  I think they can most easily be 

summed up with one old adage, “life is a journey, not a destination.” 
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A cliché I know, but still a concept so difficult to live when I was focused 

on controlling everything in my life so I could be successful, whatever that 

really means. I think it used to mean to be able to retire as early as 

possible, so I could start living my life. When I think about my old mindset, 

only one word comes in, crazy. 

 

It’s funny how things swing around. Once upon a time, I was 

commissioned to tell Curious Willy what to do when he grew up. Now 

Curious Willy has shown me a totally different approach, which was not 

based on what was available to do, but based on what I wanted to do, 

more than that, it was based on me. 

 

I thought Curious Willy was my student. The greatest gifts sure do come in 

funny packages. 

 

If there is anything I would suggest for you is this. Apply Curious Willy’s nine 

steps to your life and your business or career, and make changes where 

appropriate. 

 

 

The Mirror 

 

Looking in the mirror can be a strange experience. Sometimes it is difficult, 

sometimes it is easy. Sometimes the easy part lasts a long time, sometimes 

a little. 

 

When I look in the mirror I can see the Curious Willy within me. He keeps 

me young, keeps the world fresh, and permits me to make change where 

my heart seeks it out. He keeps me grounded in the practical reality of life, 

without permitting me to die living. 

  



49 
 

 
 
   

www.linnerts.com.au 
matt@linnerts.com.au  
0421 207 953 
 

 

Thanks to me finding my inner Curious Willy, and my inner Curious Willy 

finding me, I have discovered how to be at peace, even within the 

turmoil of being a Dad, Husband, Son, Brother, Mortgage Holder, Home 

Renovator, Business Owner, Entrepreneur, Writer, Teacher, Coach, 

Speaker and so on. 

 

With no religious connection intended, it is nice to be able to clearly see 

that there is heaven on earth. 

 

 

The end is the beginning 

 

Whenever you think you have come to the end, you will find that it is the 

beginning of the next phase.  

 

Let the end of this book be the catalyst of a new beginning for you.  

 

Be sure to listen to your Curious Willy. He’s like nits, he won’t go away.
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Want to go to the next step? 

 

Very few people have been provided with expert guidance and a clear 

understanding of the relationship between behavioural preferences, 

thought and emotional states, and wealth, all factors which influence the 

extent of one’s peaceful productivity. 

 

Hopefully this ebook has taken you a little further along this path of 

understanding. While a little development is better than none, there is 

both personal and commercial opportunity to go further with such 

development and application. 

 

If you would like to develop further in this area get in touch through visiting 

www.linnerts.com.au. 

 

Without what Matt taught us, the inside the square input became essential but 
unremarkable, another task to implement.  Matt changed our approach to 

business, and it has changed our love of what we do, and how we do it. Trevor 

Williams, Partner, Williams & Whyte financial planners 

As a business advisor, Matt has educated me to appreciate a better 

understanding of clients’ motives and personalities to better assist them in 

achieving their goals.  On a personal level, Matt has provided guidance to enable 
clarity of personal goals, which has resulted in greater fulfilment in life.  Steve 
Roxby, Partner, Maxim Corporate  

I have always thought that you can have work or life and work/life balance was 

just an overused marketing term.  You could be rich in one or the other but not 

both.  Matt helped me see both are possible and the opportunities for attaining 

wealth in both your professional and personal life are boundless. Debra Allan, 

Solicitor 

Our experience with Matt has brought an immense amount of peace of mind and 

outcomes we barely thought possible. Rachel and Peter Richardson, Business 

Owners 




